
 
ABOUT COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP OF THE OZARKS:  The mission of Community Partnership of the Ozarks is to facilitate 

and promote the building of resilient children, healthy families, and strong neighborhoods and communities through collaboration, 

programming and resource development. For more information on the Partnership’s collaborative efforts and programs, 

visit www.cpozarks.org. 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CPO Honors Three Outstanding Leaders with Inaugural  

Laverne Schell Community Champion Award 
 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., (6/10/2025) –  Community Partnership of the Ozarks (CPO) proudly announces the recipients of the 

first-ever Laverne Schell Community Champion Award: Charlie O’Reilly, Harold Bengsch, and Barbara Lucks. These 

three remarkable individuals have demonstrated a lifetime of commitment to the betterment of our community and the 

mission of CPO—to build resilient children, healthy families, and strong neighborhoods and communities. The recipients 

were honored and recognized on June 5 at CPO’s 5th Annual Summer Soirée, where each spoke about the importance 

of service, collaboration, and investing in the future of our community. 

 

This new annual award honors the legacy of Laverne Schell, a beloved CPO volunteer whose post-retirement years were 

dedicated to giving back in countless ways. From his time in the Give 5 Program to building what would become CPO’s 

Laverne Schell Tool Library, a project he completed to help community members access necessary tools to complete 

their projects; Laverne’s spirit of service and generosity touched everyone around him. Though he passed away in July 

2024, his impact continues to inspire. 

 

“Laverne had a heart for helping,” said Janet Dankert, CPO President/CEO. “He gave his time, his skills, and his whole 

self to the work of community building. This award ensures that spirit lives on in others who lead with vision, humility, 

and care.” 

 

This year’s recipients reflect the values Laverne exemplified: integrity, innovation, impact, and a deep commitment to 

community. 

 

Charlie O’Reilly 

A visionary leader and philanthropist, Charlie O’Reilly has shaped the very foundation of CPO. As a founding board 

member, his leadership helped turn a bold idea into a lasting legacy. “Charlie is not only a stellar business leader, he’s 

also a true community champion,” said Dankert. “His belief in the power of working together laid the groundwork for 

what CPO is today.” 

 

Harold Bengsch 

Known for his integrity and unwavering public service, Harold Bengsch has been a steadfast advocate for community 

health and well-being. Whether leading the Springfield-Greene County Health Department, serving as County 

Commissioner, or guiding initiatives as a longtime CPO board member, Harold’s voice has been one of reason, 

compassion, and purpose. “He never lost sight of the bigger picture—building a healthier, stronger, more connected 

community for all,” said Dankert. 

 

Barbara Lucks 

For decades, Barbara Lucks has been a quiet force for transformative collaboration. As a leader in CPO’s Community 

Collaboratives and a committed board member of both CPO and United Way, she has consistently brought people 

together across sectors to drive meaningful change. “Barbara understands that real progress happens when we listen, 

collaborate, and commit to a shared vision,” Dankert shared. “She builds bridges—and those bridges lead to impact.” 

 

CPO extends its heartfelt congratulations to Charlie, Harold, and Barbara—and its deepest gratitude for the ways they 

continue to shape a stronger, healthier Ozarks.  
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