
 
NEWS RELEASE 

Date: Oct. 31, 2025 
Subject: Nonprofits share resources for families affected by shutdown 
Contact: Melody Shuck, mshuck@cpozarks.org or 785-342-5768  

 
Many families in the Ozarks are facing serious, immediate challenges because of the federal 
government shutdown and the suspension of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits. Community Partnership of the Ozarks, United Way Ozarks Region, Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks and Darr Family Foundation are coordinating to connect people with 
immediate help — and to make it easy for donors to support their neighbors. 

For those who need help: 
● For food and emergency resources, this list of food pantries, meal sites and other 

services is available now and will be updated frequently as more resources become 
available: cpozarks.org/resources 

● Call 2-1-1 to speak with a trained specialist who will connect you with local food 
assistance, emergency financial help, housing resources and more. This service is free 
and available 24/7. 

For those who can offer help: 
● Donate shelf-stable food to established food pantries or community meal programs. 
● Give financially to trusted local food programs, including Ozarks Food Harvest and 

community pantries. These nonprofits can make your dollar go further and select items 
that our community needs the most. 

● Volunteer your time to help sort, pack or distribute food. 
● Organize a food or supply drive to support local organizations. 

Additional community support efforts are being organized, and information will be shared as 
more resources become available. 

About Community Partnership of the Ozarks 
The mission of Community Partnership of the Ozarks is to facilitate and promote the building of 
resilient children, healthy families, and strong neighborhoods and communities through 
collaboration, programming and resource development. For more information on the 
Partnership’s collaborative efforts and programs, visit cpozarks.org.  
 
About United Way Ozarks Region 
United Way Ozarks Region mobilizes the caring power of the community to improve the health, 
education, and financial stability of every person in the Ozarks. For more information, visit 
uwozarks.org. 
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About Community Foundation of the Ozarks 
The Community Foundation of the Ozarks is the region’s largest public charitable foundation 
with a mission to improve the quality of life for everyone in central and southern Missouri 
through resource development, community grantmaking, collaboration and public leadership. 
For more information, visit cfozarks.org. 
 
About Darr Family Foundation 
The Darr Family Foundation was established in 2002 to perpetuate the legacy of generosity and 
community commitment exemplified by founder Bill Darr. Guided by this enduring vision, the 
Foundation’s mission is to empower under-resourced youth to overcome barriers to opportunity 
through strategic grantmaking and capacity-building initiatives that strengthen the nonprofit 
community of Southwest Missouri. For more information, visit darrff.org. 
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