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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New ‘Work Place to Warm Place’ Campaign Calls on local
Businesses to Support Emergency Cold Weather Shelters

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., (10/28/2025) — As temperatures drop, Community Partnership of the Ozarks (CPO)
is launching its new “Work Place to Warm Place” campaign — calling on local businesses, and
organizations to help keep Crisis Cold Weather Shelters open on freezing nights.

The shelters operate from November 1 through March 31 when the National Weather Service projects
overnight lows below 32 degrees. Run entirely by community volunteers, these shelters provide warmth
and safety for neighbors experiencing homelessness.

“When your group sponsors a week, you’re not just volunteering — you’re saving lives,” said Emily
Fessler, CPO’s Affordable Housing & Homeless Prevention Continuum of Care Director. “Our
volunteers make it possible for shelters to open their doors when people need them most.”

Through Work Place to Warm Place, organizations can sponsor a week of shelter coverage by providing
a team of five volunteers that will be at the ready and used on an as-needed basis. These teams ensure
shelters can open even when regular volunteers are unavailable — becoming the safety net that keeps
people safe during the coldest months. Volunteers are needed for morning, evening, and overnight
shifts, as well as for meals, pets, and transportation support. Overnight volunteers are always paired
with another volunteer and can rest part of the night.

Businesses or organizations interested in sponsoring a week or learning more can contact Riley Brown at
rbrown@cpozarks.org.

Crisis Cold Weather Shelter Information

Operation Dates: November 1 — March 31

Activation: Shelters open when temperatures drop below 32°F

Daily Status Line: Call 417-290-3110 after 10:00 A.M. for shelter status updates
NEW! Partner Portal: Up-to-date shelter information at ccws.cpozarks.org

You can find more detailed information about CPO’s Crisis Cold Weather Shelter program, at
www.cpozarks.org/ccws
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ABOUT COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP OF THE OZARKS: The mission of Community Partnership of the
Ozarks is to facilitate and promote the building of resilient children, healthy families, and strong neighborhoods and
communities through collaboration, programming and resource development. For more information on the
Partnership’s collaborative efforts and programs, visit www.cpozarks.org.
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